Genealogy Research Tips

Searching for information about one’s family history is an ongoing process to find more pieces to the puzzle. My family has roots in Austria-Hungary, Hungary, Romania, Germany, & Canada. But history has been altered by war & politics, since the Austro-Hungarian Empire no longer exists. Towns were renamed in a different language.  The Internet certainly facilitates the search, but sometimes travel is a necessary & exciting part of the genealogy adventure! 
Google “genealogy/ancestor research” and you will find hundreds of sites.  First, though, you’ll want to ask your relatives for vital information to get you started & increase your chances of a successful search. This includes: old letters, photos with names, dates & places, birth, marriage, divorce, death, & baptismal certificates, places of employment, schools, naturalization papers, military service, & recollections about when & where grandparents or great-grandparents immigrated to the US.  Listen to family stories your elder relatives tell about their earliest recollections, and write them down. Get names & addresses of relatives living outside the US.  Find out if surnames were changed through “Americanization” or misspellings. Contact churches & cemeteries here & outside the US for records.
Keep your information organized. Get a binder/organizer, sheet protectors, & pocket files to store documents & photos. Keep track of each contact you make on a correspondence log.  Sites for downloading FREE & essential pre-printed correspondence records & logs are: “Free Genealogy Forms & Charts at www.genealogysearch.org/free/forms.html
And “Introduction to Genealogy-Lesson 3f: Tracking Your Progress at http://genealogy.about.com/library/lessons/blintro3f.htm
How much does all this cost?  So far, I’ve spent no money on Internet searches, although various web sites want everyone to upgrade for a price. I may do this at some point if I hit a dead end. However, I have paid for copies of documents, such as birth & death certificates from different states ($10-$15 a copy), and ship manifests from Ellis Island ($44.00 + $8 shipping), ship photo ($10).  
Web sites 
www.myheritage.com has a free download called My Heritage Family Tree Builder. This is saved on your computer to record new items during your search.  You can print out “A Complete Genealogy Report,” record notes, and more.
The Mormons The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints has a tremendous site, as well as a facility in Utah:

www.academic-genealogy.com/churchofjesuschristoflatterdaysaintsldsmormon.htm
www.ancestry.com and www.ancestor.com
Ellis Island: www.ellisisland.org   Although copies of manifests are not free, the actual manifest can be viewed online. Free charts, forms, and additional web sites are available. 
The National Archives in Washington, D.C. for military, census, immigration, naturalization, passport records & a lot of useful information: www.archives.gov
Illinois State Archives: www.cyberdriveillinois.com  Click on “Departments” and “Illinois State Archives” and look for Vital Records.  For other states, search using the name of state with department of vital records. 
Cook County Vital Records: www.cookcountyclerk.com/vitalrecords to search & order online, or go to the office in Chicago.
